Request for Approval: Expenditure from the Gifts & Bequest Fund for a Travel Tactile Exhibition and Programming at the Iowa Department for the Blind
Introduction and Rationale
Building on the tremendous success of the Iowa Department for the Blind’s Centennial Celebration, we seek to continue engaging Iowans in meaningful learning experiences about blindness, accessibility, and innovation. Our goal is to create programs that not only educate but also inspire inclusion and curiosity across all ages.
The Library is committed to forging strategic partnerships that expand access to unique, high-impact programming. On October 24, 2026, we will collaborate with the South-Central STEM Hub/Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council to host a STEM Fest at the Iowa Department for the Blind. This event will deliver hands-on STEM activities designed to be fully accessible, ensuring that participants of all ages and abilities can experience the excitement of science, technology, engineering and math.
To elevate this initiative, we propose partnering with Tactile Images to bring the Experience the Cosmos: The James Webb Space Telescope traveling tactile exhibit to our building. The exhibition was produced in collaboration with the Space Telescope Science Institute and contains 10 tactile images from the James Webb Telescope alongside audio from the astronomers and scientists at the institute.
This exhibit offers a rare opportunity to combine cutting-edge science with multi-sensory accessibility (tactile and auditory), aligning perfectly with our mission to make learning inclusive. By hosting this exhibit, we will:
· Enhance the STEM Fest experience with an immersive, tactile exploration of space.
· Develop new educational programs and resources for patrons, schools, and community organizations—both onsite and online.
· Increase public engagement by inviting Iowans to our building in October, November, and December 2026 and showcasing our leadership in accessibility and innovation.
· Strengthen partnerships with schools, organizations and advocates, reinforcing our role as a hub for inclusive learning.
This initiative represents a unique chance to position the Iowa Department for the Blind as a leader in innovative, accessible programming. It will create lasting impact by fostering curiosity, breaking down barriers, and demonstrating that accessibility and innovation go hand in hand.
Funding Request
The Library respectfully requests Commission approval to expend up to $40,000 from the Gifts & Bequests funds. The proposed allocation is as follows:
· Programming Costs (3 months): $5,000
· Licensing of the Exhibit (3 months): $30,000
· Installation and Shipping of the Exhibit: $5,000
