Appendix A: Independent Living (IL) Purchasing Guidelines
Items and services on this list support organizational objectives for blind and low vision Iowans to live independently.
No single training item purchased with Gifts & Bequests (G&B) funds may exceed $250*.
The following must be considered prior to authorizing the use of G&B funds for purchasing items and/or services:
· The benefit to the individual.
· Whether the purchase reasonably supports the goals of the Independent Living (IL) Program.
· Whether other comparable benefits are available.

Use of G&B Funds at Referral or Application
At the time of referral or application, G&B funds may be used to provide:
· Initial eye exam to determine eligibility.
· Transportation necessary for an applicant to obtain an eye exam to determine eligibility, if a volunteer cannot be arranged or an IDB staff are unable to transport the applicant

Use of G&B Funds as Part of an IL Client Training Plan
G&B funds may be used when aids, devices, equipment, or services are:
· Directly related to, and
· Necessary for the completion of independent living training plan objectives.
Eligible areas include:
Daily Living
Home Management
Health Management
Personal Resource Management
Orientation & Mobility
Communication
Independence in Community & Social Participation
Transportation
· Costs necessitated by client participation in IDB-sponsored training, if a volunteer or IDB staff member is unable to transport the client
Maintenance
· Lodging, food, and/or supplies necessitated by client participation in IDB-sponsored training
Emergency Situations
· Transportation in an emergency occurring during training when no other transportation is available

Additional Provisions
· If purchased items require batteries that are not included, batteries may also be purchased using G&B funds.
· Total G&B fund authorizations per individual may not exceed $500, excluding:
· Group training costs (such as transportation and maintenance)
Clients may request grants or loans from G&B for items exceeding these limits through the standard Gifts & Bequests application process.

