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May is for Money-Advocating for your Financial Future
IA IDB Iowa Department for the Blind
Sky’s the Limit Communications
ACE Academy 
May 14, 21, 28, 2026
Day 1 May 14, 2026
Theme: Earning While Learning
Objectives:
1. Discuss how to organize your money, students giving their examples.
2. Brainstorm possible side hustles for earning money.
3. Share “My Money Stories”
Quote of the day- The more you learn, the more you earn.

3:50 pm Networking and Tech Check
4:00 pm Welcome and Theme of the Day- The more you learn, the more you earn
4:05 pm Notes for Notes 
4:10 pm Icebreaker: Give us your low tech and/or high-tech Blindness Hacks: How do you organize your money?
4:20 pm Discussion: What are some side hustles that blind people can do to earn money while learning?
4:30 pm About “My Money Stories” Eileen
4:45 pm News and views what’s coming up with Gloria Graves and Team IDB
4:50 pm ACE Challenge Invite a friend or family member for Day 2
4:55pm R’s Review, Recap and Remember
5:00 pm Thank you and adjourn!

Please join our special scheduled Zoom meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84843987144?pwd=



May is for Money-Advocating for your Financial Future
IA IDB Iowa Department for the Blind
Sky’s the Limit Communications
ACE Academy 
May 14, 21, 28, 2026

Day 2 – May 21, 2026
Theme: Saving 
Objectives:
1. Examine opportunities available through the Achieving a Better Life Experience Act (ABLE) Accounts, including rules and responsibilities
2. Interview with Guest speaker, Michael Dalto about Able Accounts, SSI and Medicaid
3. Share our money saving tips
Quote of the day- Every dollar you keep strengthens your future choices.

3:50 pm Networking and Tech Check
4:00 pm Welcome and Theme of the Day-Every dollar you keep strengthens your future choices.
4:05 pm Notes for Notes 
4:10 pm Icebreaker: – Give us a money saving tip and/or tell us about one thing you’re saving up for now.
4:15 pm Interview with guest, Michael Dalto- discuss important rules and responsibilities related to Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Discuss- (ABLE) Accounts , including ways for families to support students without jeopardizing their benefits.
4:50 pm News and views what’s coming up with Gloria Graves and Team IDB
4:55 pm ACE Challenge and 3 R’s Review, Recap and Remember
5:00 pm Thank you and adjourn!

Please join our special scheduled Zoom meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84843987144?pwd=



May is for Money-Advocating for your Financial Future
IA IDB Iowa Department for the Blind
Sky’s the Limit Communications
ACE Academy 
May 14, 21, 28, 2026
Day 3 May 28, 2026
Theme: Investing in Your Future
Objectives:
1. Review the facts about ABLE accounts, SSI and Medicaid
2. Discuss ways of investing in yourself.
3. Explore opportunities to save for future education  

Quote of the day-Investing in yourself today yields profits for tomorrow

3:50 pm Networking and Tech Check
4:00 pm Welcome and Theme of the Day- Investing in yourself today yields profits for tomorrow
4:05 pm Notes for Notes 
4:10 pm Icebreaker: Give us a secret for turning a bad day around.
4:15 pm Benefits Quiz- about SSI and ABLE accounts
4:25 pm What are some Ways of investing in yourself?
Friends
Family
Fitness
Freedom skills
Faith
Resiliency
Skills and abilities
Discussion
4:50 pm News and views what’s coming up-with Gloria Graves and Team IDB
4:55 pm ACE Challenge and 3 R’s Review, Recap and Remember
5:00 pm Thank you and adjourn!

Please join our special scheduled Zoom meeting
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84843987144?pwd=

Michael Dalto Bio

Michael Dalto is a big, old benefits geek.  He has been helping people with disabilities and their families understand how work affects SSI and other benefits for many years.  He consults with the National Federation of the Blind, state agencies, universities and nonprofit organizations throughout the U.S.  He loves to help people use safety nets called “work incentives” that protect benefits when they work, so they can overcome their fears about losing benefits, and focus on achieving their dream careers. 
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