Iowa Department for the Blind Gifts and Bequests Application
Pathway to Careers in the Arts and Entertainment Industry: eight session seminar series.

Key Details:
Who: Orientation Center students
What: eight session career seminar series for students who are blind or low vision presented by the FMDG music school.
Where: The Orientation Center.  Guests will join virtually.
Why: The arts and entertainment industry employs hundreds of thousands of Americans and 
is a sector where blindness or vision loss has not been a barrier to reaching the very 
top, yet students with vision loss rarely encounter working professionals in these fields 
as role models, mentors, or guides.  This series will give students a firsthand opportunity to learn about careers, speak to professionals in arts fields, and practice networking and informational interviewing. Each week, one arts professional who is blind or has low vision leads two one- hour sessions, sharing their career path, daily work life, and practical advice for breaking in. Students leave each session with expanded career awareness, stronger self- advocacy skills, and a growing professional network.  Students in the Orientation Center are currently participating in Progressive Employment, which allows them to explore and begin careers at whatever stage they are ready for.  Long-term this will lead to increased employment outcomes and job satisfaction for students.

The Orientation Center requests: $850.00

Expectations: 
FMDG recruits and coordinates all speakers, develops session materials (pre- reading, 
discussion guides, post- session reflection prompts), facilitates each session, and is 
available for follow- up whenever needed.  All sessions are designed for full participation by students who are blind or have low vision. Materials provided in braille, large print, and digital formats as needed. Speakers are experienced in using audio- descriptive presentation techniques.
