Minutes 
Iowa Commission for the Blind
June 9, 2026

I. Call to order and determine quorum.  The quarterly meeting of the Iowa Commission for the Blind was called to order at 12:02 p.m., by Commission Chair Sara Coleman, with the following commission members present Michael Hoenig, Don Wirth.  Others in attendance: Stacy Cervenka, Janice Eggers, Sarah Willeford, Kim Walford, Connie Mendenhall, Keri Osterhaus, Daniel Palmeter, Karla Cazett, Jennifer Caldwell, Al Bickell, Brianna Murray, Karly Prinds, Thomas Topping, Helen Mejia, Carrie Chapman, Emma Greenlee, AAG Samantha Wagner, Candis Duke, Karen, Luis Guitierrez, Robert Martin, Serenity Lo, and Lori Berglund.

II. Welcome Don Wirth – Commission Chair Coleman congratulated Commissioner Don Wirth and welcomed him to the Commission. Commissioner Wirth introduced himself and shared his blindness journey.

III. Reappointment Michael Hoenig – Congratulations to Commissioner Michael Hoenig, appreciate you continuing to serve on the commission board.  Commissioner Hoenig shared his journey with the Department and of starting to use the library services as a child. 

IV. Approval of the consent agenda.  Commissioner Wirth moved approval of the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Hoenig seconded, and the motion passed.  

V. Public Comment – 

VI. Consent Agenda – Action Item 
1. March 10, 2026, Minutes
Commissioner Hoenig moved approval of the minutes as presented. Commissioner Wirth seconded, and the motion passed.  
II. 
VII. Agency Director Report – Stacy Cervenka shared the following: 
1. Director Cervenka’s confirmation
2. Commissioner Don Wirth confirmation and Commissioner Michael Hoenig were reappointed.
3. Two new program administrators.  April Stotz, ETT Program Administrator and Brianna Murray, Center Program Administrator.  
4. VR Wellness – VRTAC
5. Helen Keller – training on service for deafblind clients.
6. VR Townhall in June.  
7. Summer Programs are in full swing.  
8. Commissioner Hoenig and Commission Chair Coleman asked questions for the leadership team. Director Cervenka, Connie Mendenhall, and Keri Osterhaus shared their expertise in answering the questions.  

VIII. Accounting Report on Expenditures – Dan Palmeter shared the information for the year end with spending 90-91%.  Next year’s budget has been entered.  Commissioner Hoenig would like to make the budget documents more accessible.  Sarah Willeford will work to make this more accessible.  

IX. Policy Review – Commission Chair Sara Coleman requested this item to get on a better cycle of policy review.  Policies on the website are correct and updated.  Review the policy review process, leadership team make a proposal to the commission, commission has time to review and comment, time for public comment, leadership update proposal and then present to the commission for approval.  Commissioner Don Wirth shared it is frustrating that we cannot communicate with each other.  Can we do a workshop prior to the meeting?  Samantha, yes, we can do it and it is on the agenda.  Commission Chair Coleman asked Director Cervenka to come up with a policy review schedule.  

X. Consideration of Closed Session. Commissioner Hoenig inquired about holding a closed session. Ms. Eggers read paragraph 1a from the Code of Iowa, Section 21.5(1)(a).   Commissioner Hoenig moved to adjourn to closed session. Commission Chair Sara Coleman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned into closed session at 1:35 p.m.  The meeting entered closed session at 1:37 p.m.  

On a motion by Commissioner Hoenig and seconded by Commission Chair Coleman to move out of closed session at 2:21 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously.

On a motion by Commissioner Wirth and seconded by Commissioner Hoening to move into open session.  The motion passed unanimously. The meeting entered open session at 2:24 p.m.

XI. Closed Session – 
1. Gifts and Bequests motion to approve request #171.  Commission Chair Coleman made the motion to approve, and Commissioner Hoenig seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
2. Gifts and Bequests motion to approve request #175.  Commissioner Hoenig made the motion to table, and Commission Chair Coleman seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
3. Gifts and Bequests motion to approve request #177.  Commissioner Wirth made the motion to approve, and Commissioner Hoenig seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

XII. Adjournment – Commissioner Hoenig motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commission Wirth seconded, and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Sara Coleman, Chairperson
Iowa Commission for the Blind


Janice Eggers
Secretary to the Commission/ Executive Secretary 
Iowa Department for the Blind 
/jce
