ICUB RESOLUTION 2014-03

Subject:  Gifts and Bequests Grants

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department for the blind has had a long-standing practice providing grants to needy blind Iowans through the Gifts and Bequests Fund; and

WHEREAS, the current practice of the Department now appears to be making virtually all grant requests loans regardless of the individual's ability to make repayment; and

WHEREAS, the exception, as recently announced by the Department Director, is to provide first-time attendees with a grant not to exceed $1000.00 to help defray the cost of attending national consumer organization conventions; and

WHEREAS,  no written policy or administrative rule exists establishing criteria to determine when a request for assistance from the Gifts and Bequests Fund should be handled as a loan or as a grant:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa Council of the United Blind in convention assembled in the city of Des Moines, this 18th day of May 2014 to call upon the three-member Commission for the Blind, after formal input from consumers, to reassess its current Gifts and Bequests grant/loan practice; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the $1000.00 grants to first-time attendees to consumer organization conventions be discontinued since these grants are more appropriately the province of the individual consumer organization; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission should establish reasonable and fair criteria, such as a financial needs test, to insure that individuals who need assistance through the Gifts and Bequests Fund but cannot afford to repay a loan can continue to have access to these funds in the form of a grant rather than a loan.
