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Iowa Department for the Blind 
FY2017 Budget Fact Sheet

The official budget request for the Iowa Department for the Blind contains $2,298,358 for operations during each year of the fiscal biennium ending June 30, 2017. 
The budget request also contains another $52,000 for audio information services, which supports NFB Newsline and the Iowa Radio Reading Information Service (IRIS). 
A budget increase of $100,000 from the legislature would net $369,484 in federal appropriations that would be used to offset the rising cost of specialized services that blind Iowans need to prepare for, engage in, or retain gainful employment. The $369,484 would also help IDB address the fifteen per cent growth of the Vocational Rehabilitation program caseload that has occurred since September 30, 2014, and comply with the Federal mandate that requires expanded outreach and services to high school students. 
Another $305,000 from the legislature would sustain the existing level of highly specialized services that are essential to older Iowans who are blind. 
The number of active clients 55 and over served by the Independent Living program has tripled since September 30, 2013, and the number of elderly blind who experience vision loss continues to increase. The resources available to meet the needs of referrals age 55 and over account for less than ten per cent of the Department’s operating budget and the limited Federal appropriations that the IDB receives will not cover the rising cost of services that elderly blind Iowans need to achieve independence in their homes and communities. 
