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LEAP   Transition Program
The Iowa Department for the Blind (IDB) is dedicated to providing meaningful and high quality vocational rehabilitation services to blind and low-vision transition-age youth from across the state. The IDB is implementing an initiative to expand and improve existing services as well as develop new strategies and programs. The LEAP Transition Program will provide many opportunities for blind and low vision Iowa youth to develop the confidence and skills necessary for seamless transitions to life after high school.

The focus of the IDB LEAP Transition Program is to motivate and assist youth in high school to:
Learn skills for independence and workplace readiness!
Explore careers and educational opportunities!
Advocate and take charge!


Prepare for the future through work-based learning experiences!


SAVE THE DATES!!!

2016 Summer LEAP Academy

June 13 – August 5, 2016
This 7½ week residential summer program will provide training with regard to independent living skills and specific non-visual techniques in the areas of technology, cane travel, Braille and other communication, home management and industrial arts. There will be a focus on self-advocacy and other life skills as well as job readiness and career-related topics. The program will culminate with a camping trip during the final week. In addition to the classes, students will participate in fun and challenging activities to develop positive attitudes about blindness and vision loss and equip them with the confidence to believe in themselves and their abilities. The LEAP Academy will be based at the IDB in Des Moines. Staff and student lodging arrangements are being finalized with a college in the metro area.
Ready-Set-Go Conference

June 20-25

LEAP Academy students will also travel to Ames to participate in the IDB-sponsored Ready-Set-Go Conference which will be held on the Iowa State University campus from Monday, June 20 to Saturday, June 25. This fun and informational post-secondary prep conference has something for everyone – whether a student is planning on or thinking about attending college, community college, training program or going straight to work after high school. The conference will focus on life skills in the areas of self-determination and advocacy, problem-solving, time-management, organization, communication, socializing, locating and taking advantage of resources, transportation, accessing information, and more! 

Youth Leadership Forum

July 17-23

LEAP students who want to attend the Iowa 2016 Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) will be excused from the LEAP Academy to participate in this great program. At the conclusion of the YLF, students will return to Des Moines to resume their training. The YLF will be held from Sunday, July 17 through Friday, July 22 at Iowa State University in Ames. The Office of Persons with Disabilities in partnership with IDB and IVRS sponsors the annual leadership training program for students with disabilities.  YLF is highly regarded and students are encouraged to apply. IDB transition students who have participated in the Forum have gained life-long skills, awareness, confidence, and friends from their YLF experiences. Several have returned to YLF as staff and mentors. Further Information and applications can be found at: https://humanrights.iowa.gov/cas/pd/youth-leadership-forum. The application deadline has been extended to February 15, 2016. Apply today! 

Just Around the Corner!  

2016 Spring LEAP Retreat

March 18, 19 and 20 - Iowa Department for the Blind - Des Moines, IA

DETAILS COMING SOON!
For more information, contact LEAP Transition Program Specialist Julie Aufdenkamp at 515-242-5768 or julie.aufdenkamp@blind.state.ia.us
IOWA DEPARTMENT FOR THE BLIND - 524 4th St, Des Moines, IA 50309 - 515-281-1333


